BEAVER VALLEY INTERMEDIATE UNIT
DISTRICT NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR
HOPEWELL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024
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Grade levels Taught

Central Office or no grade level
2% More than one of the above

2%

High School level

35% Elementary level (Primary or
Intermediate)

39%

Middle School or Junior High
level
22%

/
Position of Participants
Paraprofessional (Teacher's Aide, Personal Care Assistant) - 10
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
\_
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The following chart indicates the Training and Consultation Initiatives identified as needs across the
county by those that participated in this assessment survey.

TaC Initiatives
Assistive Technology

' - 12,

Autism

Behavior

Inclusive Practices

Interagency Coordination

Mental Health

MTSS u ‘n
Transition ‘a
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The following chart indicates the Professional Development areas identified as needs across the
county by those that participated in this assessment survey. These are the Professional
Development areas that the BVIU Curriculum Department provides technical assistance for.

Professional Development

0 2 4 6 o o .
Classroom Diagnostic Tools \ o 14
Curriculum auditing, development and/or support \ °
Cyber Services & Support B 0
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion | & 7
Instructional strategies/Effective teaching practices —]
Math K-12 1 13
Reading K-12

7
“f 6
Robotics Support and Materials

SAS tools and uses
School Climate and Bully Prevention \
Science K-12 -b__l 2

Science Technology Engineering Arts Mathematics (STEM)

Social Emotional- physical health of students

Threat Assessment \
Using Assessment to Drive Instruction 3

Other § 0
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The following chart defines the support needs of School Administrators.

As an administrator, what are some of the support needs for your district?

0 0.5

1.5

2.5

1
Comprehensive Planning support and/or assistance — 1
Improving teacher feedback — 1
Leadership Development
2
i 0

New principal support
PIL courses for administrators

School Improvement assistance, training, or support
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The following chart defines the Behavioral Services needs across the county based on program
needs by those that participated in this assessment survey.

Which of the following behavior services, if any, would you find beneficial to your program?

0 5
10 15
20 25
30 35
Assistance with transitioning students back from more restrictive placements . 2
Behaviorally trained paraprofessionals (Registered Behavior Technicians)
32
Contracted district-based Behavior Analyst (BCBA)

15

Development and coaching of behavior plans % B
Functional Behavior Assessments N 19
Teaching of social skills groups (Tier 2 groups) §
18
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The following chart defines the Behavioral Support needs across the county based on student
needs by those that participated in this assessment survey.

Which of the following behavioral supports do you feel would most benefit your
students?

0 5 10 15

20

Behavioral skills training (teaching new skills and behaviors)

Reduction of aggressive and/or other dangerous behaviors

Reduction of disruptive behaviors

Social skills instruction

BEAVER VALLEY INTERMEDIATE UNIT



The following chart defines the overall knowledge of the IU Trainers and Facilitators related to
Professional Development based off participant responses in the assessment survey.

In my experiences with IU27, | have found the staff members to be
knowledgeable in the specific area of support or training.

Strongly Agree

20
Mildly Agree

Agree

Mildly Disagree

Strongly Disagree

10 12
14 16
18
20
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The following are the Future Professional Development suggestions that the IU currently
does not offer that the respondents entered in the survey.

| don’t know what’s offered.

Parent and Community Engagement: Courses on parent and community engagement can provide strategies for building positive relationships with families,
involving parents in their child's education, and connecting with community resources.

English Language Learner (ELL) Strategies: Courses on ELL strategies can help educators support the language development and academic achievement of
students who are learning English as a second language.
| don't know what is even offered

| would like updated training on writing Reevaluation Reports and IEPs.

Behavioral/emotional support training/certification (in person, not as a module) for paraprofessionals.

In person behavior/emotional support training/certification
Training on TEACCH
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The following are the Other Curriculum Services that respondents would like to see.
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The following are the Behavioral Services that the respondents suggested in the survey.

More staff and proper locations for students in need so other identified students don't have to leave their place of learning
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The following are the Behavioral Supports that the respondents suggested in the survey.

Parents and caregivers need to be involved as well.

Administrative training on how to address teachers who are not teaching to their curriculum

We do not have enough staff/appropriate staff to deal with behaviors. Our school counselor often has to deal with behaviors which is not what she should be
focusing her time on. A few disruptive and aggressive children take up the majority of her time.

We don't have the ability to meet ED diagnosed students at the elementary level.
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The following are the Expanded Supports that the respondents suggested in the survey.

Students with emotional distress.

Al-Based Teaching Tools and Resources: The course could focus on exploring specific Al tools and resources that can support teaching and learning in
elementary education. Educators can learn about educational software, virtual tutors, adaptive learning platforms, and Al-powered educational games
designed for young learners.

Ethical Considerations in Al Education: An important aspect of Al professional development is understanding the ethical implications of using Al in education.
This course could help educators navigate ethical issues related to data privacy, bias, equity, and the responsible use of Al technologies in the classroom.
Al-Powered Educational Apps and Tools: Educators can learn how to integrate Al-powered educational apps and tools into their teaching practice, including
applications for language learning, math instruction, and creative storytelling

Same as above

Social services; like an onsite LEA who is for the district, a social worker to deal with social issues that arise and truancy, and programs that address student
behavior on and offline.

How to navigate social media and the potential dangers of it.

| strongly feel we need an emotional support classroom at the elementary level.
Administrative trainintg
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